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The below are often titles of media articles/documentaries or letters – all material evidence is available 
on file @ Against Child Trafficking and can be made accessible at demand. 

 

08/11/2008  Catalonia to acknowledges the illegal adoption by an NGO in Congo. 

 

05/03/2008  Congolese Government lifts ban on foreign adoption of children 

 

09/02/2009   A new law on the Rights of Congolese Children 

The new law limits the time a child can stay in residential care to six months. 
Children then can be made available for adoption.   

 

01/04/2010   The French adoption agency Vivre en Famille invests in ‘orphanages’ in Congo with 
whom they have new relations 

 

2012  The Belgian NGO Tumaini is set up to help abandoned or orphaned children to go to 
school and also will facilitate intercountry adoptions.  

Youtube: Tumaini asbl Belgo-Congolaise avec Julienne PEMBA 

 

 

 

29/10/2012  The Italian agency Amici dei Bambini announces: 4 million children in Congo are 
abandoned. An increase of 90% for intercountry adoption.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JLD9En4VQo


29/12/2012  PEAR [Parents for Ethical Adoptions] in the US puts out an Ethics Alert and Cautionary 
Statement on Adoptions from Democratic Republic of Congo 

PEAR has received a number of reports from adopting families and NGOs on the 
ground in Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) regarding unethical conduct by 
adoption agencies, adopting families, local facilitators/attorneys, orphanage 
personnel, and officials in the DRC. These reports have come to us over the past year 
via informal notifications (individual emails, adoption chats, Facebook postings), 
agency website information, blogs, media, NGO reports, US Department of State and 
Embassy communications, and direct communications with adopting parents and 
NGOs working with families and children on the ground in the DRC.  

25/03/2013  Email from JCICS [Joint Council on International Children’s Services] about corruption 
in the DRC 

‘He [Agency] explained to us that, due to serious concerns about how some children 
become available, they are going to do more in-depth investigations, hence the new 
3-6 month investigation period. He said that the State Dept. feels that DRC can be 
corrupt, and agencies and independents may be falling into situations where they pay 
an office or person to acquire a child for placement. He said that in their 
investigations, if they find any instance of that, they will shut down the Congo 
program, and he thinks that this is a good possibility.’  

 

23/04/2013  The Democratic Republic of the Congo suspends the output of adopted children. 
Suspicions of irregularities in adoptions  

  

05/11/2013  The Dutch Ministry of Justice (CA) organises Informal European Pilot meeting Central 
Authorities' and International Social Services. 

With as goal to see if European Embassies in Congo can work together on de-blocking 
the adoptions.   

20/12/2013   Congo Suspends All International Adoptions 

 

04/04/2014  Seven Congolese children blocked in Kinshasa (Belgium)   

 

15/04/2015  Belgian who tried to flee with Congolese adopted child into the cell for six months 

 

16/04/2014  Democratic Republic of the Congo Authorities Postpone Visits to United States 

 

18/07/2014   Senator Corker, Colleagues Urge President Obama To Personally Engage On 
Congolese Adoption Delays 

 



11/09/2014  Dutch Minister Ploumen leads trade mission to DR Congo and Rwanda. 

She will address the adoption issue. Also Prime Minister Rutte has called Congo.   

 

29/09/2014  Update US State Department: Status of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 
exit permit suspension for adopted children 

We understand the hardship children and families are facing and we remain 
vigorously engaged on this issue at all levels. Secretary of State John Kerry met 
multiple times with DRC President Joseph Kabila since May to advocate on behalf of 
the affected families. 

President Kabila and the Congolese government continue to state that the reason for 
the suspension is that the DRC adoption process needs to be reformed because it does 
not adequately protect Congolese children. We are committed to working with the 
DRC government to address their concerns and continue to advocate for 
opportunities to engage on long-term adoption reforms in the DRC. We will also 
continue to pr 

 

22/10/2014  Adoption in Congo, more than a hundred children still stuck after the mission of 
Boshi/Mogherini (Italy) 

In May, the minister went to Africa and helped 31 children to be adopted by 24 Italian 
families. But the situation remains stationary for another 130 couples.  

  

23/12/2014  Dutch Minister of Justice Teeven travelled to Congo by Royal Plane, but came back 
without adopted children 

 

State Secretary  Fred Teeven of Security and Justice returned from Congo empty handed. He was there 
to pick up children adopted by couples in the Netherlands. 

Congo still refuses to let the 30 adopted children go to the Netherlands. Teeven only 
got a promise that the adoption process does not have to be started again.  

  

26/02/2015   Two adopted Congolese children arrive in the Netherlands 

 

19/3/2015  US Acting Assistant Secretary for Consular Affairs Travels to the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, the Netherlands, and Italy 

Assistant Secretary for Consular Affairs Michele T. Bond is visiting the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC), the Netherlands, and Italy, March 19-27. While in the 
DRC, she will meet with government officials to discuss intercountry adoption 
concerns. In the Netherlands, Acting Assistant Secretary Bond will meet with officials 
from the Ministry of Security and Justice  



31/03/2015  Readout of Obama's Call with President Joseph Kabila of the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo 

The two leaders reaffirmed their shared commitment to ending the threat of armed 
groups, particularly the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR). The 
President encouraged cooperation between the Armed Forces of the DRC and the UN 
Organization Stabilization Mission in the DRC in operations against the FDLR. 
President Obama also discussed with President Kabila the pending adoptions in the 
DRC by American families and urged a timely resolution to this situation  

 

08/04/2015  Amici dei Bambini reports that diplomatic activity will be intensified  

Congo. Diplomatic activity is intensified to resolve the blockade of adoptions. The 
missions of the French Central Authority and the European Parliament 

Two diplomatic missions were held in early April 2015 with the aim of speeding up the 
resolution of the case relating to the blockade of adoptions in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. The first saw the president of the group of Socialists and 
Democrats of the European Parliament, Gianni Pittella, and the vice-president of the 
Parliamentary Commission in Brussels EU / Africa-Caribbean-Pacific, Cecile Kyenge, go 
to Kinshasa to discuss the topic with the premier and the Congolese Minister of 
Justice.  

(According to the EP these were private talks) 

The second was instead carried out by the French Central Authority for International 
Adoptions which immediately communicated the meeting between its 
representatives and those of the Congolese ministries concerned at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of Kinshasa.  

 

18/05/2015  The French agency Vivre en Famille announces that RDC government will lift the 
suspension of adoptions 

 

2015-08-04   US Lawmakers ask Congo leadership to expedite adoptions 

Lawmakers are calling on the National Assembly of the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC) to expedite the review of about 400 pending adoption cases that are on 
hold due to suspended exit permits. 

In a letter to Congo’s Senate President Léon Kengo Wa Dondo and President of the 
National Assembly Aubin Minaku, Sens. John Cornyn (R-Texas) and Amy Klobuchar (D-
Minn.) said hundreds of Congolese children have been legally adopted by American 
parents but can’t leave the country.  

 

26/08/2015  NGO's: Congo - kidnapping for Belgium 



Children are being kidnapped by a certain Rambo from the Matonge area, for Julienne 
Mpemba who lives in Belgium. After kidnapping the children, the criminals place the 
children in so-called orphanages and change their names, with as only goal to get huge 
money from their partners.  

 

01/11/2015 Belgium: PETITION: Faisons sortir 1300 enfants congolais légalement adoptés et 
bloqués en RDC depuis plus de 2 ans! 

 

02/11/2015 Congo clears the way for 72 adoptions after 2-year wait 

 

02/11/2015 Groen licht voor de komst van 11 Congolese adoptiekinderen WHERE 

 

02/11/2015 Onze enfants adoptés par des familles belges autorisés à quiter la République 
démocratique du Congo et à venir en Belgique 

 

02/11/2015 Justice : plus d’adoption internationale en RDC jusqu’à nouvel ordre 

 

03/11/2015 LE ROYAUME DE BELGIQUE FAIT SEQUESTRER A KINSHASA UNE BELGE (NAMUROISE) 
D’ORIGINE CONGOLAISE. (Temoinage Julienne) 

 

04/11/2015 EU DELEGATION MEETING WITH UNICEF Congo 

 

26/11/2015 French Facebook Group: WRITE TO EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND EU DELEGATION 

 

29/11/2015 LETTER EU DELEGATION TO ????? 

 

02/12/2015 Congolese Police raids Belgian orphanage 

 

08/02/2016 MEETING EU DELEGATION AND EU EMBASSIES WITH MINISTER OF INTERIOR 

 

17/02/2016 Congolese children to join U.S. adoptive parents, ending 2-year wait 

 

24/02/2016 START FILMING "THE TRAFFICKERS" 



 

01/03/2016 Adoption internationale en RDC: 600 enfants autorisés à quitter le pays 

 

10/03/2016 Filming The Traffickers: Nelufar about digging up Amici/Ange Gabrielle 

 

15/03/2016 Una guerra sulle adozioni internazionali 

 

08/04/2016 Congolese adoptiekinderen eindelijk hier (NL) 

 

12/04/2016 Letter to the Dutch Parliament about adoptions from Congo 

 

12/04/2016 Written Question Morano about adoptions in Congo, Reply Mogherini 

 

15/06/2016 I bambini italiani scomparsi in Congo e il ministro ombra Griffini 

 

19/07/2016 L'Espresso: The Lies of the Children Thieves 

 

20/07/2016 Affaires consulaires: Reynders appelle les politiques à la retenue dans les cas délicats 

 

03/09/2016 Netherlands stops adoptions from Congo 

 

13/09/2016 Italian Associations trafficked children» The shocking report in Parliament 

 

13/10/2016 An exclusive first look at Fusion's newest investigative series, 'The Traffickers' 

 

03/11/2016 Fusion: The blurry line between international adoption and child trafficking 

 

08/11/2016 Fusion: Is this adoption agency selling children? 

 

08/11/2016 Fusion: Who's really profiting from international adoptions? 

 



09/11/2016  Fusion: How international adoption creates a market for child trafficking 

 

09/11/2016 US Broadcast of THE TRAFFICKERS 

 

13/112016 La France va suspendre les adoptions d’enfants en RD Congo 

 

14/11/2016 Belgium Four raids in investigation into trade in Congolese orphans 

 

01/12/2016 European Ombudsman calls A. Dohle about Tweet complaint COngo/EP 

 

01/12/2016 AD to Timmermans: letter Ana Gomes + two open letters (Traffickers, Congo) 

 

02/12/2016 La France refuse de délivrer des visas à 54 enfants de RDC adoptés par des familles  

Françaises 

 

09/12/2016 ACT complaint to Kessler about Amici dei Bambini - Trafficking Congo 

 

24/03/2016 Italy: Three Congo adoptions under scrutiny (3) 

 

27/02/2017 Italie-RD Congo : « Il y a de la mafia dans les organisations d’adoption » 

 

23/02/2017 Silvia della Monica: Sale of Children, Trafficking, Congo, Amici (YOUTUBE) 

 

20/03/2017 L'Italie au cœur de l’imbroglio des adoptions internationals 

 

18/04/2017 Adoption Fraud: Congo abducted children end up as "ophans" in Belgium 

 

05/05/2017 ADOPTION FRAUD IN CONGO (2) A VISIT TO THE BIOLOGICAL PARENTS 

 

06/05/2017 Part 3 on adoption fraud in Congo: "They wanted only girls Nobody wanted Jacques." 

 



08/05/2017 Kidnapped or not: No guarantee that children are returned to parents 

 

10/05/2017 Suspect Congolese child adoptions: Belgian parents bring civil claims 

 

16/05/2017 "Belgium has long been aware of suspicious adoptions from Congo" 

 

16/05/2017 L'Espresso: «Sull'aereo di Stato c'era un bimbo rubato» La denuncia di una mamma 
alla Camera 

 

19/05/2017 Italy: Parliamentary Question about Amici dei Bambini 

 

22/05/2017 France: Adoption au Congo: L'espoir renait pour les familles 

 

11/01/2018 Faux orphelins du Congo: "La faillite du système d'adoption francophone belge" 

 

12/05/2018 Order of the General Court: Stichting Against Child Trafficking v European Commission 
- Case T-658/17 

 

12/11/2018 Adozioni in Congo senza rilevanza penale» Così Milano ha archiviato l'inchiesta su Aibi 

 

12/03/2019 E-Mail Exchange with adoptive mother writing to ACT for help 

 

28/03/2019 Civil servants suspected of adoption fraud 

 

14/09/2019 Congolese children adopted in Belgium were trafficked after parents sent them to 
holiday camp, says federal inquiry 

 

00/00/2020 Chambre du conseil de Dinant: le dossier des fraudes suspectées à l'adoption 
d'enfants congolais reporté sine die 

 

10/03/2020 death treath – Dieu Merci Kitambo 

 



12/03/2020 Plusieurs fois, il a fait l’objet des menaces de mort. Et plusieurs fois, il a porté plainte 
contre inconnu sans succès. 

Monsieur Kitambo a pour ce faire, sollicité l’implication des autorités dans ce dossier 
estimant que sa vie comme celle des autres défenseurs des Droits Humains est en 
danger alors qu’ils défendent la cause des enfants victimes de trafics humains. Devant 
l’opinion tant nationale qu’internationale, il a donc tenu pour responsable Monsieur 
Kalev pour tout malheur qui lui arriverait. 

   

00/04/2020 Against Child Trafficking (ACT) contacts EU Delegation Congo about the need to 
protect M. Kitambo. 

The EU Delegation agreed to provide a grant for relocation/subsistence for 6 months
  

Democratic Republic of the Congo: Intercountry Adoptions and Exit Permits 
Suspended 

 

 

 

 


